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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 5263 
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TAGS: MARR MPOL PE 

SUB J : INTER-AMERICAN NAVAL CONFERENCE 

1 . THE IX INTER-AMERICAN NAVAL CONFERENCE WILL BE HOSTED BY 
THE PERUVIAN NAVY 21-26 AUGUST 1978. NAVY CHIEFS FROM ARGENTINA, 
CHILE, ECUADOR AND VENEZUELA, AMONG OTHERS, ARE EXPECTED TO 
ATTEND. 

2. US NAVY REPRESENTATION HAS NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED TO DATE. 

WE RECOMMEND THAT THE NEW CNO, ADMIRAL HAYWARD, CONSIDER ATTEND- 
ING AT LEAST PART OF THE CONFERENCE. THE PERUVIAN NAVY ATTACHES 
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE LEVEL OF U.S. REPRESENTATION. THE 
ATTENDANCE OF THE CNO WOULD ADVANCE OUR INTERESTS IN PERU AT A 
TIME WHEN THE PERUVIAN NAVY'S ROLE IN THE PROCESS OF DEMOCRATIZA- 
TION HAS ASSUMED IMPORTANCE AND WHEN DIFFERENCES HAVE ARISEN OVER 
PERU'S PLANS TO ACQUIRE NEW NAVAL SHIPS. THE OCCASION WOULD ALSO 
PROVIDE ADMIRAL HAYWARD AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH PER- 
SONAL RELATIONS WITH A NUMBER OF HIS LATIN AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS. 

3. WE HOPE THE DEPARTMENT WILL SUPPORT THIS RECOMMENDATION. 
SHLAUDEMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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